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 The world as we know it is always undergoing changes, always pushing the 

limits, always moving forward. Even though we may look back at the past, it only for 

second, just long enough for us to take the next step. I look back at the way the 

world was when I was a child and compare it to the way it know and am always 

shocked by how much has changed. Cell phones and computers have gone from a 

rare luxury to essentially a necessity for every household. The way we get 

information and the amount of it that we have access to have changed drastically in 

the past two decades. Even the way we learn, and the subjects of our schooling 

have been transformed. All that being said, I feel like the video remix I have chosen 

demonstrates these ideas and some of the focuses of this course very well.  

 Titled, “The Pale Blue Dot Remixed,” this video remix uses audio from the 

reading of Carl Sagan’s book Earth – The Pale Blue Dot. It combines that with video 

clips from the Tunisian and 

Egyptian revolutions and various 

time-lapse sequences to create, 

what I think, is a very powerful 

piece. The author, Torrey Meeks, 

has a pretty large portfolio of 

video remixes with a wide variety of subject matter; this one was my favorite of his 

work.  



 As we begin to analyze this video, we can break it down into three main 

components: video, audio, and text. The first thing that I noticed is that unlike many 

other video remixes that I watched, the audio is from one source. It isn’t the 

amalgamation of several sources and tracks; it isn’t even distorted or tampered 

with. Which leads me to believe that the audio element of this remix is the focus. 

There is also no text that is implemented in this video. The audio stands alone as 

the source of context for the images seen. The element that has been remixed is 

the video content. As mentioned earlier, the video is taken from a few different 

sources. Most of it is clips from different revolutions that have occur recently. These 

clips are then placed side by side with time lapses of more “civilized” subject 

matter. It is these two differing sources that make this remix so powerful. I think that 

the author did a very good job of matching them together along with the audio 

source to give a glimpse at mankind’s power to both create and destroy. The audio 

track tells a story of the enormity of the universe and the role that humans play in it, 

which is both humbling and empowering. The video that Meeks uses ties into this, 

highlighting some of our best and worst moments.  

The way that he lays out the video clips is what I think makes this particularly 

effective. Instead of jumping 

from scene to scene, distorting 

the source video, or overlapping 

videos, he instead simply lets 

them play side by side. 



Sometimes it is just two clips, other times he has five different clips playing in 

unison. The videos do not use any fade-outs or transition other than just being 

replaced by the next clip in the sequence. Meeks also doesn’t rush the clips; each 

one included is there for a purpose and is given enough time to be digested by the 

viewer before getting swapped out. The footage from the revolutions is played at 

normal time, while the time lapse clips are at a much faster rate. I think he uses 

these speeds to tell the two sides of our story. The slower pieces are humanity’s 

struggles and weaknesses, while the sped up time lapse shows our progress and 

strengths.  It is a very simple method, but very effective.  

If we look at this remix in regards to Scott McCloud’s concepts, we can 

analyze it further. Being that the all of the video clips are of real footage, I think that 

it is definitely on the realistic side of the triangle. The clips also are given enough 

contexts so that the viewer understands what each clip is. This solidifies its position 

on the triangle. I would say that the video is also is a mix of subject-to-subject and 

scene-to-scene transitions. Much of the revolution footage falls into the subject-to-

subject category. It falls into the same scene and scenario but is at different 

moments of the subject matter. I think that the time lapses, on the other hand, 

would be classified as scene-to-scene. These clips are unrelated in subject matter 

and don’t necessarily go together but work together as a whole. They require a bit 

more work by the view to make sense of them and give meaning to them. The 

relationship between audio and video I believe is interdependent. The audio could 

essentially stand alone, as it does in its original form, but its combination with the 



video sequence gives the view more understanding of the material. The video could 

stand alone as well, but it is the audio that really gives these clips the meaning that 

the author is trying to convey.  

Some other considerations that should be explored are the sources of the 

audio and video. As discussed in class, it is very important in this day and age to 

abide by the copyright laws that are in place. The author doesn’t credit his video 

source, which leads me to believe that it is public domain. I would imagine that 

much of the footage is from televised newscasts. Judging by the quality of some of 

the other pieces of footage, it appears to be “home video” type clips that wouldn’t 

be copyrighted. The time lapses are a different story, assuming the author didn’t 

create them himself; they are probably under some type of protection. I think that 

Meeks avoided this by using very small clips, but still enough to get the meaning he 

wanted out of them. The audio is from one source, Carl Sagan reading a passage 

of one of his books. This clip is used on many videos on YouTube, so I believe this 

has been released as usable material as well.  

In conclusion, I think that this remix is an excellent snap shot of our culture 

and the potential that we have for both wonderful things and destruction. Meeks 

blends the audio and visual components very nicely to effectively communicate this 

idea. I think that he is a very talented artist and it will be interesting to see what he 

has in store for future video remixes.  
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