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Dumb & Dumber vs. Inception 

 What if Dumb & Dumber was an adrenaline packed suspenseful thriller? Andrew Fischer had 

this idea and made this idea into a video remix. He took what was one of the greatest comedy movies of 

our time and made a trailer for it with a song from the movie Inception and made it seem as if Dumb & 

Dumber was an action thriller movie. Andrews’s intent for the viewers was purely for enjoyment and 

humor, and posted it on YouTube on August 4, 2010 and it has already reached over two million views. 

Andrew Fischer is more than just a regular internet geek; he has acted in a few movies and is working on 

production for a movie coming out soon with the CEO from nurv.com. So he is familiar with the 

Hollywood enterprise. I think there is more to that than what Andrew was trying to do. There is this 

concept about taking this idea, twisting the idea through different visual resources and you have 

something completely different by the end, which is the power of video remixing. What limitations do 

we have with video remixing? Are there any? 

 We are in a generation where it is very hard to 

come up with something completely original. I do not 

think Andrew was the first one to sit back and think, “I 

am going to take the Inception soundtrack to a remake 

trailer of Dumb & Dumber.” There are plenty of videos 

on YouTube with the same song applied to several videos 

(as you can see in the picture to the right, those are the results you get from just typing ‘dumb and 

dumber inception’). This just happens to be one of the most popular one so a lot of people have given 

him the credit for this concept. He did an absolute job on the video remix, but the problem lies with 



what is his idea and what did he take from someone else. A lot of video remixers and DJ’s have this 

issue, which falls under a bunch of copyright laws. There would be some copyright issues from the 

producers of Dumb & Dumber and Inception 

but he made this video through a site that 

offers people like us to make our own trailers. 

It is called nurv.com which allows making 

motion graphics, film production, and many 

other useful program aids. Andrew is good 

friends with the CEO of nurv.com and is working together on a movie coming out soon. “NURV® 

facilitates the production, financing, and promotion of medium budget Hollywood movies slated for 

silver screen release.” They make the copyrights issues okay so Andrew was not 

able to get in trouble for releasing his video remix. 

 You can tell Andrew is familiar with seeing a bunch of action thriller trailers 

because he used a lot of those techniques in making this video. It has to do a lot 

with how you edit the video. Such as flashing from scene to scene which he does a 

fabulous job of. He does not ponder over one scene over a long time, that would 

make the movie look less of a thriller. Flashing from scene to scene makes it seem 

like there is a lot more going on and there is tons of action going on constantly. 

That is one huge key in making this comedy into an action trailer. Another big one 

was taking scenes from the movie that would incorporate such action. Such as 

scenes where there are guns shooting, explosions, fire, car accident and other 

scenes relating to that. Surprisingly Dumb & Dumber has quite a few of those, or at 

least that is what we are manipulated to think. This is what a good trailer would do 



so Andrew has succeeded in making Dumb & Dumber seem as if it is an action trailer movie. I wonder 

what it would be like for a person who has never seen Dumb & Dumber, and would think this movie is 

nothing close to comedy movie. At that point, I think he would have succeeded at the highest in this 

video remix.  

 Another big part of making an action trailer, an action movie, or any video in general is making 

the perfect soundtrack for it. It is the music and the sound effects that really drive us into what we are 

watching. Andrew picked a song from the movie Inception that really gets the viewer going. Especially 

when the song came on in Inception, it was really epic and suspenseful. So when our ears hear that, our 

mind triggers back to how suspenseful the music was in Inception and makes whatever we are watching 

even that much more suspenseful. Without seeing Inception the music still sounds just as suspenseful 

for hearing it for the first time. Andrew does a spectacular job of editing the sound out when the 

character is saying something important, then right after Lloyd is done talking. The music picks up right 

away.  

 One big thing movie trailers do that Andrew also put in is these 

transitions from scenes from the movie to these other backgrounds with 

powerful words in front of it. Andrew uses that to emphasize the movie 

in that it really has a lot of attraction and suspense with powerful words 

and phrases. One phrase he used was ‘can go too far’, that is one of the 

huge movie quotes that a bunch of trailers use. Also, they will use that 

time to call out famous directors and producers, which Andrew takes 

time to give credit to Peter Farrelly for directing the movie. That is the 

time that Andrew carefully decides what he wants to say. He cannot 



change how the actors look in the scenes, but he can write anything he wants for those special 

transitions. 

 Andrew really is not changing the plot so much; he is only changing how one perceives the plot. 

The trailer still consists of Lloyd saying he is sick and tired of being a nobody, he wants to go out and be 

someone. He falls for this girl, and wants to follow her to Aspen. Just like the real movie, but in the 

trailer he manipulates us into thinking this is a serious movie all about drama and action when clearly 

we know that it is a comedy movie.  This really gets into playing with a lot of the ideas from visual 

language. Through the power of perception, comprehension and production of visible signs, Andrew 

made a video remix with all visual language. It would not be the same if he went down and wrote a 

paper on how a trailer could be change by adding suspenseful music and jumping from scene to scene 

with action and suspense going on all the time. There is no way it could be as powerful as how it 

currently did it by making a video remix. What you see in the video, with the music in the background 

cannot be expressed nearly as much in a paper with text. That is why visual language is so powerful. It 

can change the way we perceive things in our world. I know Andrew made this video for fun and to get a 

good laugh out of it, but think of the power that we have to change other things on how we perceive 

them. Andrew made something funny into something suspenseful, 

what if we can turn something serious into something that is a joke? It 

has happened many times over our generation, through the means of 

visual language. 

 What really adds to this video remix are all the little things that 

Andrew does to make this video even more special and detailed. The 

little things in this video make it even more realistic like this is an 

official movie trailer for the action packed Dumb & Dumber. He really 



emphasizes the intro and how it concludes the trailer, in the intro he has the camera swoop through a 

city leading to the big green screen with its copyright laws. Then to the trademark logo and company, 

then jumps into its opening scene as the music slowly picks up. Just like any other movie trailer. He is 

very keen about adding a transition in between every scene. If you watch closely, there is a transition 

from the scene to a black screen, back to a new scene. It is a simple transition that a lot of movie 

editors’ use, but it gives a professional look 

to the trailer. Rather than jumping from one 

scene to the next, it is harder to stay in 

touch with what scene goes with the next. 

With the transition you can depict when a 

scene starts and ends. Without the 

transition it gets harder to tell when the 

scene ends like it is one continuous script. 

Also, at the end of the trailer when the 

name of the movie finally pops up, there is 

one more scene after that. No music, just a 

scene where Lloyd and Harry hear someone 

knocking on the door and they get up to see 

who it is. Right when you think you will see 

who it is, the trailer ends. That is such a great way to end a trailer, right on a teaser for the viewer. Now 

they got you hooked on wanting to see what happens next. Great movie trailers will always do that. 

 After watching this trailer, you can definitely conclude that if you have not seen Dumb & 

Dumber, you would think this movie trailer is an action thriller. Andrew Fischer has a background in 

editing and producing videos. He help co-found the website nurv.com which was the website that made 



this video then later posted it on YouTube. Through the safety copyright laws of nurv.com he could not 

be sued for the video remix he made. Even though Andrew did not create something completely 

original, he took something that we all have seen and loved into something we never thought it could be 

through the power and perception that visual language offers. Andrew did that by adding powerful 

transitional slides, suspenseful music from the movie Inception, and all the little details that make it 

seem like a real movie trailer. Andrew just did this for fun and laughs, but this digs deep into the 

understanding the power of visual language and is a great example for that. 

  

  


